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Upcoming Events

Sept 16- Registration for all classes/ Classes Start

Sept 30- Open House/Parent Orientation with Classroom Teachers
The Resource Center of the Young Indian Culture Group was formally inaugurated on Friday, April 28, 2006 at the Herricks Community Center. The function was attended by more than 150 people. The invitees were given a tour of the Resource Center and the Library and were explained the various activities of the Center, presently conducted and planned for future. Many appreciated the potential of this Resource Center to turn into a treasure house of reference materials on India, Hinduism and Indian culture. The Inaugural Function began at the Cafeteria with an Upanishad prayer by Dr.Urmila Shivaram. Rathi Raja explained the present activities and the future plans of YICG and how YICG was trying to assimilate itself with the community and be of service for its cultural integration and religious harmony. 
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The Dr. Santosh B. Sureka Library was dedicated symbolically by Vasundhara Sureka, her son, Brijen, and her relatives lighting the candles and the plaque was unveiled. The program ended with a vote of thanks by Runi Rathnam. Special thanks are due to Vinitha Shetty for the beautiful decoration of the cafeteria, of the backdrop, and to Tanuja Reddy and Latha Desikan for their tremendous work in setting up the Resource Center and the Library. 
Sloka Class
[image: image2.jpg]



In Jayanthi’s Junior Sloka class, the students have learned most of the Slokas in the Prayer book.  Towards the end of the year, they had completed the first verse in the Gitadhyanam.  On the annual day, the students sang a song on Goddess Saraswathi.

In SKN Mama’s Senior Sloka Class, the students perfected chanting of the Sannyaasa Yoga hymns. They chanted these hymns in unison at the start of Gita Vicara on May 13, 2006.  Besides, they also learned to recite the first ten verses from Chapter 12 of Bhagavad Gita. 


 Hindi Happenings
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Hindi students have had a very busy year. The beginners have done well in their end of the year assessment tests. The intermediate and advance level students have also progressed immensely. 'Hindi Divas' held on May 6, 2006 was a huge success. The teachers and students put on a program that was 

enjoyed considerably by the parents, students and the extended YICG community. The Wardha Samiti Tests for the three advance levels have been postponed to September 2006. The date will be announced later. When a student completes Level 1 Wardha Samiti Tests successfully, they also graduate from our Hindi program. 
Anjali Sajnani had twelve students in her Hindi class and they have learned the vowels and most of the consonants. They performed a play for Hindi Divas called Phalo Ki Chaupal. This enabled them to master the names of fruits and vegetables in Hindi, and they also learned the importance of each one for their health and well being.

There were five students in Advanced Hindi Level II with Mrs.Mukhi and they have successfully completed the level II test at school and are ready to take the test conducted by Rashtra Bhasha Prachar Samiti at Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan Center. The progress of Hindi language is a great achievement for YICG.                       
Vandana Datta taught the advanced level class which will be taking the test conducted by the Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan in September. For Hindi Divas, the advanced level class produced a commentary and a depiction of dances of India. The intermediate class recited two poems in Hindi. 

Anyone with specific questions regarding the Hindi program may contact Vasundhara Sureka at 516-627-5136. Don't forget to converse in Hindi whenever there is an opportunity!! Namaste!

Tamil Class
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The seven students in SKN Mama’s Tamil class have mastered the alphabets and started reading and writing short common words, used in everyday life. They have also memorized two verses in praise of Lord Ganesa, which they recited at the beginning of the Spring Festival. Each student has been given a book on Tamil words that they have been asked to practice during the summer holidays.  It is hoped that they will start reading and writing full sentences from next semester onwards. Overall, the students enjoyed learning a new language, though it was their mother tongue. With proper guidance and encouragement from the parents, they could become fluent in this language in one more year.


Vedic Update
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In the second half of the year, students in Chitra’s class learned about the Dashavatar.  For the Annual Day, the students from Vedic I dressed up as various Gods and Goddesses, and recited   some of the key attributes of the Gods they represented. Children from Vedic II dressed up as the ten avatars of Lord Vishnu, and recited the reason for the avatar. Thanks to the parents who did an excellent job with dressing their children up and making the program a success.
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Students of Jyoti’s Vedic class studied the ten avatars of Lord Vishnu in detail. Their performance for the Annual Day was combined with Chitra's class. Ten of the students are moving up to Aarti’s class next year, but Jyoti is looking forward to the incoming first graders.
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Aarti’s students studied the Mahabharata this year. Instead of studying the Pandavas and the Kauravas, they learned about their family members.  For the Annual Day, they presented a "Mahabharata Museum," where some kids played the roles of characters and others played modern students.
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During this semester, the students in Raji’s class continued the detailed study of the verses of Chapter 10 of the Bhagavad Gita, and they covered verses 10 to 18. The pattern of the class remained the same, namely: reciting the prayer verses; reciting the verses already studied; chanting the new verse; reading the translation and meaning of the verse; and discussing in a group the true purport of the verse. This pattern helped the students to understand and appreciate not only the general meaning of each verse but also its philosophical import and its application and usage in daily life. It is hoped that the remaining 24 verses will be completed during next year.  For the Annual Day, the students had a power-point presentation of the verses learnt so far. They put forth a sterling presentation, which was universally acclaimed by the knowledgeable audience at the Festival.  In particular, the fluency and the grandeur of their pronunciation of the Sanskrit verses and their lucid and pointed presentation of the essence of each verse revealed their mastery of the subject.     
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The Annual Gita Vicara 2006 was a poignant and purposeful event, providing a forum for the Graduating Seniors to share their reflections on the Bhagavad Gita. Many have been students for  the past 10 years. Their grasp of topics and their application to their lives in general was admirable. The program started with chanting of verses from Chapter 10 by the Juniors, followed by 18 verses from Chapter 2 on the Qualities of a Wise Person by the Seniors.

Rathi Raja gave a keynote talk on the subject for the day -'Relationships and Relating'. The focus was on the concept of friendship in all relationships. The idea was to look at life as a process of being friendly from the inside versus seeking external qualities in others. This would enable us to handle difficult relationship better and improve the quality of all our relationships. The Juniors introduced the Seniors with wit and warmth. Neel Chugh, visiting alumni, concluded the program with a humorous statement of the three most important events in one's life - the date of marriage, birth of one's first child and of course Gita Vicara !!

The graduating Seniors were Ashish Bakshi, Amulya Bhagat, Rita Iyer, Amol Jain, Yaagnik Kosuri, Disha Mascarenhas, Seeta Menon, Pooja Ramani and Rishi Sood. The program ended with recognition of all the student volunteers.


Bharatanatyam Class                                     Odissi Class
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The Bharatanatyam students with Malini Srinivasan and the Odissi students with Mala Desai showcased their talent at the Annual Day and Hindi Divas respectively.
Have a Great Summer!!!
This Newsletter was compiled and edited by Latha Desikan with contributions from YICG teachers.

